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Valentine’s  Day is nearing the corner and love is in the air, but for startup founders and 
entrepreneurs everywhere, your focus solely lies in your business this month.

The Plot
Will Smith plays another extraordinary role in this 
true-story memoir as father and husband Chris 
Gardner, who is doing whatever he needs to do to 
support his wife and son, Christopher Jr.

The movies begins showing Chris Gardner, living 
in San Francisco with his wife and son, and a brief 
explanation as to what it is he does for a living: 
he sells bone density scanners. In fact, he invests 
his entire life savings in these devices, hoping 
to make his fortune and allow his family to live 
comfortably. His job, in a nutshell, is giving his 
sales pitch and demonstrating these pieces of 
medical equipment to sell to doctors. 

While these items to prove to sell successfully at 
first, his lack of sales slowly shows his financial 
downfall. After he discovers that a nearby 
brokerage firm has internship openings, he applies 
and gets in, but his unpaid internship eventually 
leads to the abandonment of his wife, leaving 
Chris and Chris Jr. alone.

Living out of a homeless shelter or subway 
bathroom, Chris continues to sell the machines 
to do what he can to support his son. He spends 
hours working, reading, travelling long distances 
and learning everything he can about being a 
stockbroker. 

In the end, his hard work finally pays off. His 
superiors have paid close attention to the 
extensive time and effort he puts in to get the 
position at the firm, and they hire him for a full-
time position.

Why You Should See It
The end of this movie will undoubtedly bring a 
tear to your eye, but it’s a phenomenal memoir for 
numerous different reasons.

While Chris Gardner isn’t necessarily an 
entrepreneur, he certainly has a similar mentality 
as an entrepreneur. He never stops working 
for what he wants, despite the challenges and 
difficulties he faces. He doesn’t let his financial 
situation, his terrible luck or even his bad choice 
of clothing affect his goals and dreams.

Many startup founders can relate to the fact 
that after the first, second and third bump in the 
road, you’re ready to throw in the towel - but 
Chris Gardner refused to allow himself to fail 
once again. He continues to work hard, whether 
it requires him to study in a subway bathroom, or 
carry a bone density scanner and walk miles from 
the bus; he continues to strive towards his goals. 
The end of the movie even mentions his true 
success: opening a multi-million brokerage firm of 
his own.

Along with wiping your tears when the movie is 
over, remember this:

 While some things may come easy in life, 
everything worth having takes hard work 
and dedication

 If you need support or motivation from 
anyone, rely on your loved ones: they 
never lose faith in supporting your dreams

 When you hit a roadblock, remind 
yourself that things could be worse. Make 
a plan in how to change your actions so 
that you can pick yourself back up and try 
again.

Before you head off to the store to buy a measly 
box of chocolates for your loved one, whether it’s 
a family member, significant other or just a friend, 
take the day off and enjoy a film that’ll bring tears 

of happiness to your eyes, yet allow you to feel 
inspired enough to get back to work the following 
day. Take a few minutes, relax with your Valentine, 
and watch The Pursuit of Happyness.
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